
If you would like to know more, or would 
like to get involved with the work of The 
National Archives Trust, visit our website 
nationalarchivestrust.org.uk  
and follow @NatArchivesTrust on Twitter. 

You can contact us by emailing Beth Brunton at 
b.brunton@nationalarchivestrust.org.uk  
or call 020 3908 9317.

The National Archives Trust

The National Archives is the home of the nation’s stories. 
We want to share them with everyone. 

The National Archives Trust will enhance the capacity for 
The National Archives to deliver world-class education 
and engagement activities, in order to allow people of all 
ages to access the rich archival heritage of the UK. 

The National Archives is a treasure trove, and tells the 
stories of our world through rich collections including 
state papers, letters, diaries, photographs and maps. 
Archives aren’t just full of documents, they are full of 
people - and the decisions that shape history. For every 

story of a winner, there are the stories of those who lost. 
And alongside success, there are failures and errors of 
judgement. Archives show us how things became as they 
are, but also how they could have been different.

Not everyone thinks archives are ‘for them’; at present, 
only 4% of the population visit an archive per year. Many 
people think archives are just for academics, or for tracing 
their family tree. We want to change that. This history 
belongs to everyone, and everyone is a part of history.  

You can help us to change history for the better, by 
supporting the work of The National Archives Trust. 

Help us share the nation’s stories
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Our Board

Can you imagine studying chemistry without ever 
conducting an experiment? That’s what it’s like for people 
studying history, as the vast majority of pupils and 
students will go through their GCSEs, A-levels and even 
undergraduate degrees without ever visiting an archive, 
or conducting their own ‘experiments’ with evidence. 

Using original documents can teach young people how 
to analyse sources, understand interpretation, and 
make a strong argument through evidence. They also 
offer students an opportunity to develop creative skills 
through literary or artistic responses to the material. 

The National Archives has an award-winning education 
service that allows children to experience history first 
hand. Working with qualified and experienced teachers, 
pupils attend exciting, inspiring and fun taught sessions, 
both on site at Kew and online. The education service 
also runs a professional development programme to 

help teachers integrate the use of original documents 
into their practice.

This work is not part of The National Archives’ statutory 
– and funded - public task, so capacity is very limited. 
Demand far exceeds what can be delivered; The National 
Archives currently teaches around 10,000 students 
a year and sessions book up within minutes of their 
release. We want to change this so every child, all 
around the country, has the opportunity to have a direct 
encounter with the past.  

Education: the historians 
of the future

Sir Anthony Seldon (Chair), Dr Tracy Borman, David Lough, 
Rev. Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch, Ben Macintyre, 
Professor Olivette Otele, Dominic Sandbrook, Anne Sebba

The National Archives are the nation’s DNA; everything we are now results from decisions 
and actions taken in the past, by leaders, and by people like you and me. We all have our own 
stories – of family, of community, of identity – and, at The National Archives Trust, we want 
everyone to be able to discover them.

As a historian, archives have always been a vital part of my work, but I don’t believe that the 
stories of our past are for historians and researchers alone. We want everyone, wherever they 
are, to have the opportunity to see the papers, letters, diaries, photographs and maps that tell 
the story of this great nation. We are all part of history, and our history belongs to everyone.

I am extremely proud to be Chair of The National Archives Trust, and to work with the 
exceptional people who have chosen to join me in this project. Their passion and drive is 
inspirational and we have a unique opportunity to transform the way people think about archives 
and history. These incredible collections – some eleven million records covering a thousand years 
of history – contain countless stories, and you can help us share them with the world.

Sir Anthony Seldon, Chair, The National Archives Trust.

Foreword

People are fascinated by history. Whether through non-
fiction books, novels, films, TV dramas, documentaries, 
or biographies, people want to be immersed in stories 
of the past. Despite this, the vast majority of the 
population will never visit an archive. Those who do are 
usually researchers, including academics, authors and 
family historians.

This is, in part, due to the nature of visiting an archive 
– they have traditionally been designed for research, 
rather than as a cultural experience. You usually need 
to arrive with a broad understanding of what you want 
to see, and work at a desk in a reading room. This isn’t 
for everyone, no matter how interested they may be in 
Henry VIII or the Suffrage movement. 

The National Archives has been changing this, through 
a programme of exhibitions, events and other activities. 
This provides audiences with new ways of accessing 
archive materials, curated and presented to guide the 
visitor, while still allowing audiences to reach their own 
conclusions. Bringing the past to life through graphics, 
films, immersive experiences and recreated spaces and 

events allows people to see, hear and touch history as 
well as read about it. 

The spaces and facilities at Kew are insufficient for this 
ambitious programme to reach its potential. Significant 
redevelopment is needed to create a space in which The 
National Archives can truly become the home of our 
nation’s stories and provide creative and innovative ways 
for people to encounter the past. 

To be a truly national archive, we need to look beyond 
Kew. The Trust wants these opportunities to become 
available to everyone, all around the country, through 
touring exhibitions and regional events. Working with 
local archives, museums, galleries and libraries, we 
want to help take the riches of archival collections out 
to the nation. 

Engaging new audiences: 
more than research

“ The students loved being trusted to engage with the 
documents. They couldn’t quite believe they were 
handling the ‘real’ thing, and were positively buzzing 
afterwards. It also really supported their learning.” 

(Year 11 teacher, Haringey)

“ Fantastic! Beautifully presented, really 
informative and interactive. Only wish it had 
been longer!”

(Visitor to The National Archives’  
Cold War exhibition, 2019)
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