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NEWLIFE THE CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2019
The Trustees present their annual repoft (incorporating the Strategic Review) and
financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2OL9.

Who are we?
Newlife is the largest charity provider of essential equipment to disabled and
terminally ill children. We parachute emergency equipment into disabled children
in crisis, when it is needed the most. We help disabled children to be the best
that they can be, recognising that while they may not be in crisis, they should
have every oppoftunity to fulfil their potential. Newlife is the authoritative voice
for disabled children with equipment needs. We work with national and local
decision makers and we are often asked for our expert view on all matters
related to equipment for disabled children.
Newlife raises the funds we need to make all this happen through recycling and
re-using no longer required textiles, accessories and homewares (among other
things). We take this stock (which is destined for landfill) from leading retailers
across the UK and Europe and give'new life'to these items, preserving the
environmental footprint that it took to produce them, saving over 10,000 carbon
tons each year, using the profits from this activity to change thousands of
disabled children's lives each year. We give opportunities for adults with
additional needs to volunteer and work with us creating a passionate, informed
and dedicated team.

Why does Newlife exist?
There are more disabled children than ever before; over 1.1 million to be precise.
Yet the funds and services needed to support them are simply not enough.
Newlife believes that every disabled child has the right to get the right equipment
at the right time, which they often cannot get when they need it. Why? Because
the current system is broken.
Disabled children with specialist needs are being failed by statutory services
because of long delays, limited understanding of the level of need of disabled
children across the UK and not enough funds are available to fund the vital
equipment that is needed. This often means that children and their families
reach crisis point.

Without specialist support, disabled children continue to live in danger,
pain and discomfort, and their conditions can worsen. No child should
endure that - it's not right!

Page | 2

;

NEWLIFE THE CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2019 CONTINUED

Newlife's Vision, Mission and Values
Our Vision
That EVERY disabled or terminally iil chird and their family get:
The equipment they depend on, the quality of life they deserve, the caring
support they need and the chance to benefit from pioneering medical research.

Our Mission
'Together we will make life better'for disabled or terminally ill children and their
families.

Our Values
Always compassionate and deserving of trust
Making things happen - for those we serve.
Leading in our field - to make things better.
People at our heart - every day.

Why? -

- in alr we do.

Because if it was a child you loved you would want the best for them.

What do we do?
Newlife's charitable objects for the public benefit are set out in the constitution of
the charitable incorporated organisation. The objectives are set by the trustees to
meet these aims and are detailed on page 4.
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Review of Activity, Performance and Impact
The Trustees monitor performance and outcomes, ensuring efficiency and
achievement of the aims of the Charity. Last year the following targets were set
and significant progress has been in all areas, a summary of achievements is
!nc!uded !n the table below.

Targets set out in last annual

report

Achievements and progress made

1. To continue to help as many children as 1. Newlife has helped 2,789 children
funding allows through our Equipment
through all our equipment services
including L,2LS children in crisis.
Grants and Loans services.

2. To continue to help provide information
and suppoft for families and professionals
through the dedicated helpline and nurse
chat service.

2. Newlife provided 34,678 instances of
care, information and support to families
and local professionals. Our free online
resources helped L4,455 families.

3. The continuation of the Medical
Research Programme.

3. In 18/19 Newlife spent f353k on three
full grants and f45k on three staft-up

4. The launch of Newlife's Campaign
report on the Equipment Crisis for
Disabled Children.

5. The launch of the campaign at a
Newlife event at the House of Commons in
Nr.rvelttber.

6. The launch of an All Pafty
Parliamentary Group post-event
specifically looking at the issues
preventing disabled children and their
families from getting the essential
equipment they need, when they need it.
7. Opening a new retail store in Moreton,
the Wirral and operating at various
temporary ad hoc'pop-up'sites to
maximise revenue through commercial
operations.
B. Trustee and Senior staff interim two
year strategy to be produced.

grants.
4. Newlife launched a repoft in Nov '18
called #fixthefour highlighting four key
measures that if implemented could
change children's lives. Newlife published
barrister's advice for each of the four UK
countries on what the law states about
equipment services for disabled children.
5. The Newlife event at the House of
Commons in November launched the
canrpaigrr witlr fanrilies, MPs, nrenrbers of
the House of Lords and supporters in
attendance.
6. Nine MPs and members of the House of
Lords agreed to sit on the All Party
Parliamentary Group looking at why
disabled children and their families cannot
get the equipment they need when they
need it. APPG will sit for the first time
during 20L9/20.
7. New store opened successfully in
Moreton on the Wirral. Successful pop-up
store also operated in Redcar for several
weeks between November and March to
maximise revenue oppoftunities.
8. New three year strategy produced and
agreed by trustees which will begin in

te/2o.
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Objectives
Our objectives are summarised below, a comprehensive review of each service is
included on pages 5 to 24

1) 'Rescuing children in crisis'

2)

- Emergency Equipment

'Giving families a voice, - Campaigning for change

3) 'Be the best you can be' - rmproved quality of life equipment

4) 'New life through play'- Learn and play Equipment
5) 'Family information & caring support' -Nurse Helpline and Online chat

6) 'Change your life and the lives of disabled children' - Volunteering
7) 'Protecting the environment'- Recycle and Re-use

8) 'Hope for the future' - Medical Research
How has Newlife changed lives this year?
yourself the impact we have made.

- take a look below

and see for

1. Unique Emergency Equipment Response - 'Rescuing children in crisis,
Newlife is the only national charity providing emergency specialist equipment to
disabled children in crisis. We can and do respond to desperate situations, where
children are left unsafe, in pain, stuck in hospital unnecessarily or are life
limited and every day is precious. we are told by families that:

r

They have to stay up all night with their children because they are terrified
that their child may get hurt, without the special bed that they desperately
need.

. They cannot leave the house because they don't have the special buggy
they need to carry all the medical equipment their child needs.
o They cannot leave hospital because they don't have the right equipment
they need to get them home safely.
. Their child is in agonising pain because they don't have the special seat
they need to help with posture and comfort.

Children in crisis cannot get the specialist equipment they need through statutory
services quickly enough. Desperate professionals and families turn to Newlife
when they are most in need. For these children and their families who are in
crisis, Newlife's unique and trusted Emergency Equipment Loan service can get
vital equipment to families in desperate need within just72 hours when reqJired.
Page | 5
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Newlife can also'fast track'grant applications for equipment for children in
urgent need.

The figures

In 2018/19

.
o

a

Newlife helped 1,215 children in crisis - an increase of 20o/o on the prior
year.
Newlife spent over €1.1 million on equipment for disabled children in
crisis - an increase of 54o/o on the prior year.
650/o of equipment grants awarded were fast tracked for emergencies
- an increase from 54o/o in 20L7/LB.

The impact
After Newlife has provided equipment in crisis situations, either as an Emergency
Equipment Loan or as a fast track grant, we speak to families to find out the
impact the equipment has had on their child and family:

In 20t8/L9
a

94o/o of 464 families that we spoke to told us that there had been an
improvement or significant improvement in their child's quality of life
after they had received their equipment - their child could do more and

experience more.
o

a

93o/o of 466 families told us there had been an improvement or
significant improvement in their child's comfort after they had
received their equipment -their child ls now ln less paln.
92o/o of 457 families told us there had been an improvement or
significant improvement in their child's safety after they had received

their equipment

- their child is now safe.

What does the emergency equipment service mean to families?
"Our son was in imminent danger but the bed provided by Newlife keeps him safe
and in comfort - it's been amazing,"
"Since receiving my son's pushchair it has changed our lives. He is comfortable
and we are able to go out more as he feels safe. I can't thank you enough."
"We were at crisis point - The bed was delivered quickly and made an immediate
difference to our lives. From the first night, my daughter slept through the night,
in fact she slept for 12 hours for the first time in a long time. The whole family
Page | 6
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can now get a full night's sleep and everyone is well-rested for work and school.
My child is a much happier child with fewer behavioural issues!"

NEWLIFE RESCUES TODDLER FROM SEPSIS NIGHTMARE
Despite surviving life-threatening sepsis
three-year-old Ben's parents feared he'd
never make a full recovery because he
could not have the critical physiotherapy
he needed without a specialist buggy to
transport him ... and his local services
did not have one available!
Ben, from Northampton, was a fit and
healthy toddler, until he caught
Chickenpox, a common childhood illness
that usually has no lasting effects. But
his skin became so badly infected his
health rapidly deteriorated, developing
into devastating sepsis and multipleorgan failure.

In the blink of an eye Ben went from
being a fun-loving boy, to relying on a
ventilator to breathe.

Despite improving, h€ remained weak and fragile but was denied the chance of
vital physio to rebuild strength in his muscles because the hospital didn't have a
suitable, specialist buggy in its equipment store and it would take months to
secure one through the NHS - time Ben just didn't have.

Thankfully Newlife came to the family's rescue - delivering a specialist buggy to
Ben within 72 hours of receiving the call for help from his Dad through our
emergency equipment loan service - the only service of its kind in the UK today.
Ben's Dad, said: "we nearly lost Ben. To be told he courdn't receive
rehabilitating therapy was unbearable. He'd already been through so much - he
just needed a buggy that would support his body and all his medical equipment
so we could take him to physio, and give him some respite from just lying down."
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"Now Ben is home, we use the buggy every day. As a result of the sepsis, Ben
has lost two toes and there is lasting damage to the skin and muscles of his legs,
so he can only walk for a few minutes at a time. The loan buggy from Newlife is a
godsend. I don't know what we would have done without it."

2. Campaigning for Change

- 'Giving families a voice'

Why does this matter? - Because no family is immune from having a disabled
child. If a child you loved suddenly became disabled, you would want the very
best for them. It's personal for us too as we want the very best for every child.
Newlife is committed to helping disabled children in need, by providing essential
equipment that changes lives - one at a time. Through campaigning we can help
thousands and even hundreds of thousands of disabled children, now and in the
future, by working with national and local decision makers to change laws,
overcome barriers and help set up policies that lead to equipment provision.

Campaigning for change - nationally
As the trusted voice on equipment provision for disabled children, in I8/tg
Newlife commissioned leading barristers in all four countries of the UK to
understand and publish what the law says about equipment services for disabled
children.

This advice can be found at
https : //newl ifecha rity. co. u k/docs/genera l/Ca m pa ig n ing. shtm I
The barristers'advice helped us to launch the Fix the Four Campaign.

In November 2018, Newlife produced a report that revealed a hidden equlpment
crisis in the UK. We discovered that:

.

83o/o of local authorities in England had a 'blanket ban'on equipment that
could be challengeable by law.

a

Not one local authority in the UK had an emergency equipment response
service, while our unique Emergency Equipment Loan service had seen a
threefold increase in applications over a five-year period.

a

One in two disabled children in need of equipment are suffering due to
delays in assessments to help identify their need for vital services,
including equipment.

a

A mind-blowing 89o/o of disabled children were missing from disability
registers in England - leaving them invisible to decision makers.
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Newlife is not a charity that just highlights all the problems and expects someone
else to find the answers. We believe that if national and local decision makers
followed our four-point comprehensive plan #fix-the-four that this will improve
equipment provision for disabled children and make a real difference and change
lives.
On November 26th 20L8, Newlife hosted an event at the House of Commons,
launching our repoft and campaign to:

1. Cease the use of 'blanket bans'for rationing equipment - Blanket bans
are used as a means to manage insufficient budgets. Essential equipment is
denied to children under any circumstances - this is likely to be challengeable in
law and fails to respond to an individual child,s assessed needs.

2. Establish an emergency equipment response service - Children in Crisis
cannot get equipment quickly enough to meet their urgent needs. Newlife was
unaware of any local authority able to respond to children in equipment crisis.
This needs fixing so that children who are unsafe, in pain, terminally ill, in short
are in an emergency, can get the equipment they need, immediately.

3. rntroduce a maximum waiting time for equipment assessments
Children in the UK, even in urgent need (as identified by a qualified professional)

can and do wait years for an equipment assessment. We heard of a boy in
urgent need of a special bed, who has waited more than three years on a priority
waiting list for an assessment. There is no legal requirement for any child to be
seen within a set time-frame. We believe this has to change as children are left
in pain, at risk of injury, at risk of their condition getting worse and their families
in constant anxiety. In extreme cases children have died while waiting. A model
exists within the NHS to assess all children within 18 weeks for wheelchairs and
buggies - we want to see this extended across all equipment provision.

4. Ensure every disabled child is counted

- At the root of the equipment
crisis is a lack of understanding of how many children are in need. Disability
registers are failing. Without this cruciat information local councits and health
services cannot accurately budget and plan services accordingly. This results in
some councils having a budget of less than f 1 to spend on equipment per
disabled child, per year in their area. Local authorities must put in place an
effective way to measure the number of disabled children in their area so that no
disabled child is invisible.
The impact
o
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equipment All Party Parliamentary Group for Disabled children in the UK,
which will be launched in L9/20 to explore the barriers preventing children
getting the equipment they need and recommend solutions.
a

a

of local authorities in England have a blanket ban policy in place
denying children essential equipment. During 2AL9/20 we will challenge
these policies with the aim of overturning them, working with local
authorities to put in place policies that lead to equipment provision. This
could benefit hundreds of thousands of disabled children who
currently cannot get the equipment they need because of a blanket
ban.
B3o/o

Newlife has established itself as the authority voice on the issue of
equipment provision for disabled children. As such, our campaign manager
has sat on IVHS England's Personal Wheelchair Budget National Steering
Group which has developed a legal 'right to request' for families to request
a personal wheelchair budget for their child in England. This could

benefit more than 7O,OOO wheelchair-using children, helping them
to get the right wheelchair from their local NHS wheelchair service.
Campaigning for change

- working with local decision makers.

We continue to work with local decision makers (health, social care and
education) on behalf of disabled children. This is really important as many
families do not have the time or energy to battle local services to get the
equipment they desperately need.

Newlife is able to work with dedicated local professionals to ensure local services
across Lhe UK fulfil tlreir obligations. The law protects disabled and terminally ill
children. It recognises their vulnerability and needs - sadly we have found that
often children's rights are not being observed locally to give them the equipment

they need.
Newlife is best placed to challenge this daily and we continue to stand up for
families of disabled and terminally ill children when they have no-one else to help
them. Changing restrictive policies on equipment for disabled children doesn't
just help one child get the equipment they need, it sets a precedent for that area
so that children who have similar needs will be able to get the urgent equipment
they need also. Campaigning changes the lives of disabled and terminally

ill children today and in the future.

The impact
We want to highlight three cases, where working with local decision makers has
changed the lives of disabled children this year and in years to come.
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1. Children under 3O months could not get the specialist buggies they
desperately needed in one area in England.
This is because they were deemed not old enough, despite often having complex
postural needs. As a result of working with this local health service called a '
Clinical Commissioning Group, we were able to show how this represented a
restrictive policy and these children should be assessed on their individual needs.
new funding pathway has been put in place and so far Newlife has helped a
Ifurther
23 children get the pushchairs they need through this pathway,
with the potential for many more in the months and years to come.

2- Health and Social care services'squabbled' in one area in England, as

to whose responsibility it was to fund special beds leaving childien in

desperate need.
In this area, children with complex medical needs were being refused specialist
beds if their diagnoses included challenging behaviour. Why? Because health and

social care services couldn't decide who was responsible and so these children fell
into a gap! Working with decision makers across the council and the

clinical commissioning Group, we have closed this gap and three
children this year have received specialist beds at an estimated value of
€16k. Many more children can now benefit from this, without having to turn to

Newlife in desperation.

3. Children in Scotland with challenging behaviour are routinely refused
specialist beds they need to stay safe at night.
Working with the Scottish government and local service providers, we are
overturning these restrictive policies. This year three counties have put in

place pathways to provide this equipment with the potential to benefit
thousands of children moving forward and we will continue to work with local
services across Scotland to improve matters for disabled, terminally ill children
and their families.
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Why campaigning matters

story

-

Malachi's

A blanket ban by local statutory services
on providing specialist car seats for
disabled children resulted in three-yearold Malachi nearly choking to death,
several times.
Malachi has extensive brain damage, is
unable to clear his own airways and must
be suppotted at all times, otherwise
secretions build up in his throat that can
cause him to choke.
Malachi is unable to use a standard shopbought car seat because it doesn't
provide the support he needs to keep his
airways clear. Banned from going on
public transpott because of Malachi's
frequent vomiting, his mum Sylvia had no
choice but to use taxis to take her three
other children to school.

Every single journey was a
nightmare; Malachi in distress, his
siblings having to watch their mum
desperately trying to suction him, to keep
him alive. On many occasions mum and
the children got to school covered in
vomit.
Despite the desperate guilt of inflicting multiple taxi journeys on Malachi, the harsh reality is
that mum had no choice. She had to get the children to school. Some days Malachi had to
endure up to eight journeys because of his frequent medical appointments.

During one journey, Malachi stopped breathing, vomit had completely clogged his
airway. For a few heart-stopping moments Sylvia frantically tried to get him breathing thankfully she succeeded.

Despite Malachi's obvious medical needs and the clear risk to his life' the local
statutory service wouldn't fund the specialist car seat - they had a blanket ban in
place.
Mum Sylvia said: "If a child can't walk they are entitled to a wheelchair... But if a
child can't use a standard car seat because their life is put at risk when they do they don't get anything. This just isn't right."
We simply couldn't believe Sylvia's story. We funded the specialist car seat
immediately and Malachi's health has dramatically improved. He is no longer sick
on journeys. Malachi is safe but there are others who are not. This is why we are
campaigning for change - to stop this from happening again.
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3. Changing Lives - providing equipment that gives children the chance
to 'be the best that they can be'
Getting disabled children the right equipment at the right time changes lives.
means:

It

A child or young person is able to go to school, to coll€9€, to university
because of their powered wheelchair.
A child is able to sit and eat at the table with their family because of their
special seat.
A child is able to tell their mother or father they love them, for the first
time, with a communication aid.
A child is able to walk after being previously written off as 'will never walk
again' because of their specialist walking frame.
A child's condition will not get worse, preventing the need for painful
surgery at a young age because they have the right chair or bed to
support them.

a

o

a

o

o

Every child should be supported to fulfil their potential and not be defined by
their disability. The points above are not crisis situations, but they are things
that we take for granted, every day - to be free from pain, able to eat with loved
ones, able to walk and go where we choose, able to make the most of our
education.

why should disabled children and young people be any different?
Newlife provides a complete service from applications onwards, assisting, liaising,
ordering and arranging delivery and installation if required. The thank-you letters
received from families show the real impact these grants have on the daily lives
of children.

The figures

tn 20LB/L9
a

o

Newlife helped 459 disabled children through equipment to improve
their quality of life - a decrease of L5o/o on the prior year. This is due to

more children in crisis helped this year in comparison to the prior year.
Newlife spent €958k to improve the quality of life for disabled children
through equipment.

The impact

.

94o/o of 374 families told us that they were able to enjoy
with their child after they had received their equipment.

Page | 13
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a

a

93o/o of 311 families told us that they were able to take their child
outside of the house after they had received their equipment.

Half of the families we spoke to told us that their child found it easier to
speak to loved ones after they had received equipment such as
communication aids.

What does quality of life equipment mean to families of disabled
children?
"The standing frame has helped my child to exercise his muscles and strengthen
his legs which /s so important for his quality of life."
"The pushchair has changed all our lives. My daughter cannot walk far without
being in pain or fatigued. Now I don't have to carry her on my shoulders
anymore - I was so scared I would drop her,"

"I couldn't afford the walking frame my son needed for his physio routine which
we hope will eventually help him to learn to walk. You are complete lifesavers."

Page
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The ten-year-old left unable to
walk until Newlife saved the day.
A ten-year-old with Cerebral palsy
was left unable to walk and facing
painful hip surgery because his local
NHS no longer funded the walking
frame he needed.

,

r
Lr,*--.

w
F'

h"'

Jerome has Cerebral Palsy which
causes extremely stiff muscles in his
arms and legs. Without his specialist
walking frame his muscles become too
rigid to use, restricting him to his
wheelchair and causing further pain as
his spine curves and hips dislocate,
Jerome used a walking frame at
school funded by his local NHS dept.
but outgrew this months ago. Mum,
Jacqueline, said she was then
informed by his occupational therapist
that they no longer provide the type
he needs.

Ten-year-old Jerome and mum Jacqueline
Mum said: "I was gutted when I found out the local NHS now only fund a basic
walking frame. Jerome needs more support than this can offer.,,

"It doesn't make sense to me. Surgery will cost a lot more than his walking
frame. He also has botox injections to help relax his muscles, but they are useless
without stretching his muscles through walking.,,
Jacqueline added: "It has been a constant battle to getJerome everything he
needs, from his diagnosis to his equipment, but I do feel disabled children are
being hit particularly hard by cuts at the moment. It's just not fair!,,

In desperation, Jacqueline turned to Newlife who was able to provide the €2,605
to fund the walking frame which Jerome can use at school and home.
Jacqueline said: "To have the walker he needs would be amazing. He loves to
walk and he would have all the freedom and independence he needs now and in
the future. We cannot thank Newlife enough.,,
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a.

Play Therapy Pods (PTP)

- 'New life through play'

The gift of play should not be underestimated. Specialist toys can be so
expensive and yet they can help a child in many different ways.
Newlife provides specialist development and sensory toys for a L2 week loan
period. They give disabled children the chance to learn and smile!
Categories of pods range from birth right through to 18 years of age. Each pod
contains a selection of specialist toys that can teach cause and effect, assist with
developing hand/eye coordination and promote understanding of balance and
movement, as well as helping with the development of motor skills and
stimulating audio and visual senses.
The Play Therapy Pod Service gives children and their families the chance to'try
before they buy'and often a child will really enjoy one particular toy which
parents and grandparents can then buy for a birthday or at Christmas. We have
received some fantastic feedback from families who have used the service that
thanks to a loan of a Play Therapy Pod their child has played with their parents or
siblings for the first time, has learnt a new skill such as cause and effect, or has
had a calming effect for a child in pain, or with developmental delay.

The figures

In 2018 /19

.
o

Newlife helped L'1t0 disabled children through the loan of a PTP
Newlife spent E21-Ok on loaning play equipment to disabled children

The impact
o

83o/o of 198 families told us that

they were able to enjoy quality time

playing with their child.

a

o

of L76 families told us their child's hand-eye coordination had
improved after they received the toys.
55o/o

of L78 families told us there was an improvement in their child
responding to sounds after they had received the toys.
600/o

What does Play Therapy Pods mean to families of disabled children?
"I love the fact you get a whole box of different things to try and if my child does
like something in particular then I can invest in getting him it!'

Page
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"My child has found it difficult to socialise with chitdren and is not currenily at
school. When we received the Pod it was tike Christmas. I find I get to spend
special time with her using the toys and this is fantastic. She has found it
difficult to concentrate for any length of time but she can now concentrate for up
to 15 minutes with Play Pod equipment."

The chance to play as a

family for the first time
1-month-old Grayson has
Down Syndrome. Because
he's so young his family aren't
yet sure of the extent of his
needs, but his parents, Helena
and Adam, were looking for
fun and creative ways they
could encourage his
development. They applied for
a Newlife baby Play Therapy
Pod in the hope that
something might catch his
interest. Helena said:
"Grayson is very laid back he hadn't really shown much
interest in toys so we were
hoping the toys in the pod
might spark his interest."
1

7t-month-old Grayson

The family weren't disappointed and Grayson instantly took a liking to the black
and white toy basket that contained a selection of animal characters and fabric
squares. Helena said: "It would never have occurred to me to buy black and
white toys - but Grayson was instantly drawn to them - particularly the litue
black and white cat - he was absolutely fascinated. He atso realty liked the
mirror and it encouraged him to reach out for things, something he hadn't done
before."

The pod has had an enormously positive effect on the whole family, giving
Grayson and his ten-year-old brother, Zak, the chance to play together properly
for the first time, bringing the whole family together through play.
Helena said: "Having the pod has made him more aware and interested in toys
in general - it has almost kick started his desire to play.,,
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5. Nurse Helpline and Online Chat

support'

- 'Family information & caring

Whether it's the trauma of tearning your child is terminally ill, or you need help to
face the daily care challenges, Newlife is here for all families.
Newlife's helpline and online chat service is staffed by a dedicated team of
nurses, professionals and the team around them who support and care for
families. Helpline calls from families occur for many reasons; those planning
pregnancies who are concerned about conditions, especially genetic disorders,
those wanting to find a diagnosis for their child's condition, who need specialist
support, require equipment, have concerns about a child's worsening or changing
conditions, who need help in understanding medical terminology, information on
which specialist can assist and how to access services, referrals to other services
and organisations, information on rights and much more. Newlife nurses are a
trusted source of support and Trustees are pleased to have received reports and
letters from families assisted through these services, which clearly achieve the
aims of the Charity.

The figures

.
o

The Newlife team delivered 34,678 instances of care, information and
support to families and local professionals working on behalf of families of
disabled and terminally ill children.
Our free online resources on topics such as social services, adapted homes
and podcasts on personal wheelchair budgets and what they mean for
families have helped 14,r'.55 families.

The impact
One Parent/carer wrote in our anonymous survey:

it

was easy to find answers before filling the
equipment application form in. I have used this service on several occasions,
and on each occasion, I was able to quickly discuss the issue with a
knowtedgeable health professional, who was able to give quick and clear
answers... The overall service was excellent,"
"The online chat forum meant that

One statutory service professional who regularly supports family applications to
Newlife wrote in our anonymous survey:
"The difference the equipment made to the well-being, pain relief, for the child
and lessening of distress for the family, has been immeasurable. For the
therapists working with these children, the support and close working you offer
has also been very supportive and heartening.
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We feel we are working with colleagues that truly
Thank you!"

put the chitd's needs first.

Together these five areas of activity form our equipment, information
and support services
In the l2-month period over 2,700 children and their families were helped by
these equipment, information and supportservices in 97 of the 104 counties in
the United Kingdom - showing that Newlife is truly a UK wide charity.
6. Volunteering

- 'Change your life and the lives of disabled children,

How it helps Newlife
Volunteers make a real difference to Newlife, they help us to change children,s
lives. This can be by helping us to process the stock we receive that can be sold
in our Newlife stores, by volunteering in our retail stores, by volunteering in the
community helping with fundraising opportunities including everything from bag
packs at supermarkets, local bucket collections through to being a marshal at a
sporting event.

How volunteering helps the individual
volunteering has personal, professional and social benefits that help individual,s
lives. It gives people the opportunity to feel that they are making a difference to
the lives of others, can help improve their health and wellbeing, help them to feel
valued as part of a team, help them to gain confidence and self-esteem and give
opportunities to meet new people and help them to feel less isolated.
Newlife has also seen volunteering give people the opportunity to develop new
skills and gain vital experience which has provided opportunities for people to
find employment at Newlife or elsewhere.

Skills and fntegration for Disabled Adults
When children with disabilities grow, they often need a hand into work or help
with social integration. Newlife offers disabled adults an opportunity of
volunteering at Newlife, helping the charity alongside members of staff and other
volunteers to process goods for retail and recycling and to help us raise vital
funds.
Since Newlife became a CIO in 2016, this has become a new object of the charity
and is part of our constitution. We believe it is crucial to give disabled young
people and adults who can easily be socially excluded from society on grounds of
their disability the support, training, workplace experience and volunteer
opportunities they need in a meaningful, safe, social and happy environment
which we believe will help them to feel part of society.
Page
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The figures
There are lots of opportunities to get involved and in 20L8/t9 lots of people have
chosen to volunteer at Newlife and made a real difference to children's lives:

.

335 volunteers gave in total over 37,863 volunteer hours to Newlife last
year - an increase of 43o/o on the prior year.

78 adults with a disability or additional needs gave over 9,2OO volunteer hours
to Newlife last year - an increase of 39o/o on the prior year.
The impact
We asked our volunteers what they thought about volunteering for Newlife. 75
volunteers came back to us with a reply. This is what they said:

.

looo/o of volunteers would recommend volunteering for Newlife.
looo/o of volunteers feel appreciated and supported.

a

99o/o of volunteers know they are helping disabled children.

a

98o/o of volunteers enjoy volunteering with Newlife.

a

98o/o of volunteers feel part of the team.
93o/o of volunteers feel that they are achieving their personal aims when
volunteering for Newlife.

What do Newlife volunteers say?
"I feel valued, motivated, appreciated. It helps me with my confidence and ability
to follow instructions. "
"I look forward to coming to Newlife every week and seeing my friends."

"I really enjoy coming to Newlife. Whilst what I do for the charity is worthwhile, it
makes me feel appreciated knowing this. Egually
alongside."

I love the people I work

"I have severe learning difficulties yet when I am at Newlife I can follow the
instructions given to me and I manage to achieve my task which
know I am helping the charity."

I enjoy and

"Really enjoy helping here."

"It's a testament to all concerned that I am happy to travel a considerable
distance to fulfil the volunteer role."
"Loved every minute and gained a job thanks to volunteering."

Page I 20

NEWLIFE THE CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2019 CONTINUED

7. Recycle and Re-use operation

- 'Protecting the environment'

Tomorrow is important - we need a healthy planet to support future generations.
Newlife offers recycling services so we can help protect our planet.
So what does Newlife do to protect the environment?
We divert thousands of unrequired commercial product from landfill/incineration.
We work with hundreds of well-known and well-respected high street stores,
designer labels and supermarkets to help them reduce their surplus waste, to
find ways to re-use this product, honouring the energy resources that went into
its creation and recycle it, when it cannot be reasonably re-used, recycling as
much of the raw materials as possible.

In 20L6, as Newlife became a CIO, Newlife added a new object to its constitution
to protect, and preserve the environment for the public benefit through waste
reduction, re-use, reclamation and recycling.

How do we do this?

o
a

We take stock such as clothing, bags, shoes, accessories, soft furnishings,
electrical items and homewares that are no longer wanted/required by UK
and European retailers.
We dont just offer to take this stock, we can organise to pick
location.

it up from

a

We then assess the stock through our warehouse operation, to see if it can
be re-used, if so then we will take out the labels in line with the donors'
wishes and make it ready to be sold in our retail stores across the West
Midlands, East Midlands, Shropshire and the North West.

o

Any items that cannot be resold, we recycle using qualified and trusted
partners to recycle as much as possible of the raw materials, often to
create new products.

The recycle and re-use of this product sits within Newlife's commercial division.
All profits from the commercial division are spent on our charitable aims, helping
to change the lives of disabled and terminally ill children.

Caring for the Planet and our People is just part of what makes Newlife
great and why our partners trust us to 'do the right thing'and make
positive differences.
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The impact
a

a

In 20LB/19 the carbon saving from our recycling and re-use operation
saved the equivalent of 1Or048 tons of carbon from our environment.
This saving is equivalent of removing 4,1-89 cars from our roads.

8, Medical Research

- 'Hope for the future'

Why my Child?
This is the question that lots of parents want to know.
We believe that medical research holds the key to
answering this question and many more. We can
provide real hope to families by understanding why
devastating birth defects occur and find new treatments
or even new ways to prevent these conditions from
occurring,
One mum described it as:
"So comforting to know that Newlife is supporting
families in so many different ways, including through
research. There have already been significant
breakthroughs which are the building blocks for the
futu re. "

5l.

f

n
rd

I
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Critical Niche
Newlife's investment in pioneering medical research
provides real hope for the future. Birth defects remain
the biggest threat to child health. Investment in
prevention and understanding conditions means we can
not only improve detection and diagnosis, but we can
also improve management, treatment and prevention.

In 20IB/19 the Trustees designated f450,000 to fund pioneering research.
During the 12-month period, Newlife awarded three full grants and three start-up
grant awards spending 8397,943.
Invitations to apply for full and start-up grants are advertised in a national
medical and scientific journal and sent to a Newlife contact list of research
professionals. As a matter of policy, institutional overhead costs are not paid.
When each grant ends, the Medical Director reports on its outcome, analysing the
outcomes against the stated aim of that research and the outcome in relation to
the aims of the Charity. The Trustees receive reports on this and are satisfied
that the research they are funding overall, achieves the aims of the Charity.
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Medical Research 2OLg / 19
Full grant awards:
Full grants (up to f 120k) fund one to two year research projects and are peer
reviewed by an eminent medical and scientific panel which was led by the Newlife
Medical Director. Grants are awarded by the Trustees based on the panel's

recommendations.

2L full grant applications were received by the closing date for applications of the
5th October 2018. The medical panel met to review these applications on the 14th
December 2018 and passed their recommendations to the board of Trustees.
Newlife funded three full research grants from the 21 applications received at a
cost of 8352,943 (funding L4o/o of applications received).
Grant

Titlel Content

Developmental disorders of replication stress
Should we perform in utero MR imaging in
unborn babies with microcephaly diagnosed on
ultrasonography?
Base editing for correction for Netherton
syndrome using single nucleotide deamination
strategies

Location and Value
The University of Edinburgh
f 119,000
The University of Sheffield
€114,000
University College London, Institute
of Child Health.
8LL9,943.t2

Start-up grant awards
Start-up grants should not exceed €15,000 and are specifically to allow
researchers to undertake short projects either as complete projects or as
preliminary activity to develop a full project. This innovative grant structure
gives researchers the chance to test out theories and gather data that will assist
them in their development and in securing further research opportunities. These
grants are awarded based on recommendations of the Medical Director and
agreement of one other Trustee.
Newlife received eight start-up grant applications during L8/79. Trustees funded
three start-up-grants following recommendations by the Medical Director at a
cost of €45,000. These are:
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Grant Title/ Content
Exploring FGF-2L as a potential treatment for
mitochondrial disease.
Novel candidate genes underlying autosomal
recessive neurodevelopmental disorders with
intellectual disability.
Disease modelling of the rare genetic bone
disorder, Hajdu-Cheney Syndrome, using
pluripotent cells and drug repurposing

Location and Value
University of Oxford
€15,000
St Georges Hospital
€15,000
Kings College London
f 15,000

During the year 20 final reports were received on Research undertaken. There
were 19 Medical Director Reports completed. These reports score the results of
the research that was completed in the year (reflecting work funded in prior
years as either full or start-up grants). The Trustees were satisfied that the
research funded contributed to achieving the aims of the Charity and for public
benefit.

Public Benefit
In detailing the activities of the Charity, Newlife can clearly demonstrate the
wide-reaching activities of the Charity in the interest of disabled, terminally ill
children and their families, adults with disabilities who are a substantial part of
the UK public as defined by the Charity Commission Guidance. This
demonstrates'public benefit'as required by the Charity Commission. The
Trustees confirm that they have referred to this guidance on public benefit when
reviewing the Charity's aims and objectives and in planning future activities.

Financial Review
These are the second set of accounts for the CIO and reflect income and
expenditure for the year ended 31st March 2019. The balance sheet is at the
31st March 2019. It is difficult to make direct comparisons with last year's
accounts as these covered the 15 month period of the start of the CIO (from
December 26th 20t6 to 31st March 2018), therefore where possible we have
compared like for like with the 1B/19 figures to the equivalent 12 month period of
L7 / tB.
f

ncome

The main source of income in the year relates to the commercial activities of the
Charity from the recycling of donated product through the Charity's network of
retail locations. In addition, the Charity continued to receive both restricted and
unrestricted non-capital donations during the year. These donations have been
received from individuals, groups, trusts, foundations, companies and other
organisations. It is the Trustees'view that developing new income streams
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should give further security to the provision and achievement of the Charity's
aims.
Overall, incoming resources for the year to 31st March 20L9 was €12.8m (2018
Et2.3m) an increase of 4o/o ovet the comparison period.
Commercial income is generated from the recycling of goods donated for the
benefit of the Charity. These goods are either recycled for their raw materials or
sold through the Charity's various retail locations. All the goods are donated to
benefit the Charity by companies, mainly retailers, but also manufacturers and
wholesalers. Gross commercial income for the year was €1I.2m (2018 €10.3m)
an increase of 9olo. Overall profit from the commercial operations for the year
has fallen slightly to 82.4m (2018 E2.5m), with an overall profit ratio of 22o/o.
This slight decrease is due to the ongoing impact of increases in the living wage.
Income from donations & legacies and fundraising activity was f 1.5m in the year.
The income has decreased over the comparison period by 20o/o. There continues
to be three main streams, Community Fundraising, Trust and Corporate Giving
and Individual Giving. Ongoing partnerships with major donors have continued
following the transfer of activity to the CIO and the fundraising team are working
hard to develop new relationships to ensure sustainability of these income
streams.

Interest and Investments income is generated from the handling and/or
investment of funds held by the Charity. A policy on investment exists to control
any risks associated with this. Income remains low in the year at €6k due to a
cautious investment policy being pursued to protect the Charity's assets using a
mix of low and medium-risk investments causing a reduction in interest and
dividends.

Thanks - The Trustees continue to be grateful to the hundreds of corporate and

public sector donors who support the work of the Charity through the donation of
unwanted goods. They would also wish to send thanks to individual and
orga nisationa I su pporters.
We are particularly grateful for the continued support of The Geoff & Fiona Squire
Foundation, whose kind donations have ensured we could respond to more
children in emergency situations. In addition the continued generosity of The
Marian Elizabeth Trust, whose investment in our Play Therapy Pod Service has
ensured record numbers of children have had access to the specialist toys they
need to help with their development and to enable families to play together.

In particular the Trustees wish to thank all volunteers and acknowledge the

Newlife Opportunity Centre in Staffordshire that continues to allow volunteers to
assist the Charity further by offering their time and skills in a variety of ways
related to stock management or administration. In the year Newlife benefited
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from over 37,000 hours of volunteering from volunteers who continue to make
an important contribution to the work of the Charity and therefore the children
and families Newlife serves throughout the UK.
The Trustees would also like to record their heartfelt thanks to Professor Michael
Patton who has been medical director for Newlife for over 25 years. Professor
Patton has played a crucial role in driving forward the Newlife Medical Research
programme which has funded over €lTmilllion of research that has looked into
the causes and possible treatments of devastating Birth defects. Professor
Patton will continue to serve the charity as a trustee. The Trustees also extend
their thanks to the Newlife Medical panel including; Professor Andrew Wilkie,
Professor Eamonn Maher, Professor Yannick Crow, Professor Brian Bigger,
Professor Faisal Ahmed and Professor Sahar Mansour who have voluntarily
reviewed and scored our full research grant applications, in some cases for many
years.
The Trustees would like to record their sincere thanks to all staff for their hard
work, effort and dedication which has resulted in an overall successful year.

Expenditure
Newlife expends resources in a number of ways:
a

Expenditure on Raising Funds - these costs relate to the investment made
in generating income to achieve the aims of the Charity. These costs are split
between those in relation to the commercial operations and those relating to
fundraising. In the yearthese costs totalled 89/m, with f8.Bm in relation to
commercial operations and €0.6m in relation to fundraising activity. Costs
relating to the commercial operations have increased by 24o/o over the
comparison 12 month period in line with the increase in income and the
increased cost of staff due to the impact of the living wage. Costs of

fundraising have increased by Bo/o over an equivalent period. During the
year a return on investment of 2.8:1 was achieved this is a decrease on the
prior year's return of 3.5:1. There is a minimum return on investment for all
income generated activities. The strategy for the future of fundraising is now
being considered, to ensure the long term stability of the income stream.
o

- these are specifically

related to achieving the aims
grants,
nurse services,
of the Charity: medical research, equipment
is in the form of grants
Expenditure
and
awareness.
campaigning, intervention
and direct costs. In the year to 31 March 20Lg a total of f3.Bm was spent
across these charitable areas, of which €1.8m came from restricted income.

Charitable Expenditure

is the Trustees'view that the resources expended in achieving the charitable
aims have been in line with the aims and objectives of the Charity with clear
beneficial outcomes. It is also their view that the cost of governance of the

It
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Charity is very low. Meeting venues are donated and minimal expenses by
Trustees for their duties are claimed. All this acts to keep the real costs of
running the Charity at a very low level. Investment in 'fundraising' is a longterm cost. It is the Trustees'view that their investment will in time reap rewards
as it is based on sound principles and practices within the sector.
At the 31st March 2019 the Charity had funds of f 3.5m (2018 f3.9m), including
restricted funds of f0.6m (2018 EL.2m).

Key Performance Indicators
This year the key performance indicators were reviewed with some amendments
made in consultation with department heads. The KPIs cover all parts of the
commercial division including stock received, production of stock delivered and
commercial division sales. We also have KPIs for other key departments that
work across Newlife, including the People Team, Finance, I.T and
telecom munications, Governance and Compliance, Communications and
Facilities.

Finally the key performance indicators for the charitable services/aims are based
around the number of children helped, the quality of the research carried out and
individual/group policies changed through campaigning action. These KPIs are
regularly reviewed by the Trustees.

Investment Policy and Performance
The Trustees having regard for the liquidity requirements of the Charity keep the
investment of the Charity in a mix of equity and interest bearing deposit accounts
with the aim of achieving a return that exceeds the rate of inflation. The
Trustees have given the investment manager discretion to manage the
investment portfolio with an agreed risk profile. Funds are allocated across a
variety of investments including cash deposits and equities designed to give both
long term capital growth and income. Risks are managed by having a diverse
range of investments.

Overall that portion of investments held in equities has decreased in value by
O.9o/o over the year. The Trustees are satisfied with this performance given the
agreed levels of investment risk.

Risk Management
The Board of Trustees acknowledges its responsibility for managing risks to which
the Charity is exposed. It oversees an ongoing assessment of the major risks - in
particular those relating to its strategic objectives, operations and finances - and
control systems are in place to manage those risks.
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The responsibility for providing guidance to the Board on matters relating to risk
is delegated to the CEO who considers the subject of risk management in the
wider context of Charity management and governance. Internally, a risk register
is maintained where all risks are assessed and scored based on the impact they
could have and likelihood of occurrence. New risks are identified as part of the
ongoing development of the Charity's activities.
This year the risk register was completely reviewed and re-written using a
scoring matrix that is recommended by the charity commission. The risk register
was drafted in consultation with all departments and will be presented to trustees
for review along with a summary of the more substantial risks at the trustee
meeting in July 20L9.

Charity Governance Code
The Trustees understand their legal duties and recognise the importance of good
governance and subsequently the seven key principles of the Charity Governance
code.

The CEO and the governance team review the principles of the code against the
approach that Newlife takes which is discussed this with the Trustees on an
annual basis. The Board will be implementing relevant measures in the
forthcoming year.

Reserves Policy
Due to the identified risk of having one main source of income generation i.e. the
commercial operations, the Trustees need to act wisely to ensure that a platform
of funds is available to continue the work of the Charity, should income from the
commercial operations stall or reduce.
The Trustees review the level of reserves annually and designate funds to cover
key aspects of charitable activity. As at the 31 March 20t9 the Charity held
reserves of 83,493,360. This is split as follows:
20t9

f
Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds :
Designated funds
Charitable activity reserve
Accumulated charitable f unds
Total funds
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The Trustees have agreed that the level of unrestricted reserves should not fall
below EZm, at the 31 March 20L9 the unrestricted funds were €2,880,955. This
is higher than targeted and is due to a cautious approach adopted due to
uncertainties around fundraising income.

Disabled Persons Statement
At Newlife, we employ and train disabled adults and give enrichment and purpose
to disabled volunteers who work alongside our staff and other volunteers in
equality and appreciation. Newlife meets all legislative requirements, including
the Equality Act 20L0, to ensure equality of access and opportunity regarding
recruitment and professional development and is the holder of the Disability
Positive mark. 78 volunteers with additional needs completed over 9,000
volunteer hours over the year at the Newlife opportunity centre.
Fundraising
Section I62a of the Charities Act 2011 requires charities to make a statement
regarding fundraising activities. Although we do not undertake widespread
fundraising from the general public, the legislation defines fundraising as
"soliciting or otherwise procuring money or other property for charitable
purposes." Such amounts receivable are presented in our accounts as "Donations
and Legacies".

In relation to the above we confirm that all solicitations are managed internally,
without involvement of commercial participators or professional fundraisers, or
third parties. The day-to-day management of all income generation is delegated
to the executive team, who are accountable to the Trustees.
The Charity is not bound by any undertaking to be bound by any regulatory
scheme however the Charity is a member of the Fundraising Regulator and
complies with the relevant codes of practice.
We have received no complaints in relation to fundraising activities.

Plans for the Future - 'fmproving the lives of disabled children and their
families' - Our three year plan.
After a considered consultation and development stage, a new three year plan
was agreed by trustees in May 20L9. This strategy recognises that while we do
many things, there is a need to prioritise our services, understanding clearly who
we are. This strategy has been communicated to staff and put into action.
Newlife is often seen as a 'crisis'charity providing vital equipment to disabled
children and their families often within just72 hours. As such our number one
priority will be to help disabled and terminally ill children who are in danger, in
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pain, at risk of their condition getting worse and at risk of injury by getting them
the vital equipment they need. We will do this through the UK's only Emergency
Equipment Loan service, parachuting in vital equipment in crisis situations to
disabled children in urgent need in just hours or days rather than weeks or
months. We will 'fast track'equipment grants for those in the most need.
Our second key priority is to change local and national policies that prevent
disabled children from getting the equipment they need, through campaign
action. While we can change children's lives, one at a time through our unique
equipment loan and grant services, we can change the lives of hundreds,
thousands and even hundreds of thousands of disabled children by removing
barriers that today prevent many families of disabled children from getting the
essential equipment they so desperately need.
Why should disabled children not get the chance to be the best they can be?
Equipment can help children to walk, talk, play football, go to college or
university, feed themselves and clean their own teeth. This is why Newlife
believes in providing the right piece of equipment at the right time. As such, our
third key priority is to provide equipment to disabled children that may not be in
crisis, but will make such a difference to their quality of life. This will give them
the chance to do things that many would take for granted, We also recognise
that many families who have disabled children are in povefty and as such we will
maximise support for these families.
While the above represent our top three priorities, trustees identified other
priorities that Newlife will take forward, if funds allow. These include; funding
play and learn equipment to help children develop key skills through play,
offering support to families of disabled children through Newlife's helpline and
online chat service, funding targeted research to improve the health and
wellbeing of disabled children, supporting adults with additional needs through
volunteer and employment opportunities and continuing to protect the planet by
diverting unrequired commercial product such as textiles, bags, shoes and
housewares from landfill/incineration and recycling and reusing these products,
saving over 10,000 carbon tons every year.

In the next 12 months the Trustees anticipate Newlife will:
a

Prioritise and help those disabled and terminally ill children who are in
crisis. We will look to provide emergency equipment loans in 72 hours and
'fast track'equipment grants for children in urgent need.
Launch the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) that specifically looks at
the issues that prevent disabled children from getting the essential
equipment they need, when they need it, across the UK. Work with and
influence national decision makers to increase understanding and remove
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barriers that families of disabled children face regarding equipment
provision.
Work with local decision makers to ensure that where possible, families can
get the essential equipment they need from their local statutory services.

o

Continue to fund equipment (where funds allow) which will make a
significant difference to the quality of life of a disabled child. Equipment
that can help a child to talk, walk, go to university or college. Newlife will
maximise support available for families of disabled children in poverty.
a

Help children to develop new skills and provide distraction from pain
through specialist play and learn toys that will be loaned to families free of
charge.

Provide new opportunities for volunteers to support Newlife. Increase the
opportunities for adults with additional needs to volunteer at Newlife,
providing them with new skills, employment oppoftunities and the chance
to make a significant contribution to Newlife alongside a friendly and
supportive team of staff and volunteers.
o

Investigate and fund focussed medical research on childhood disability,
working in partnership with organisations where possible to build and share
expertise.
Continue to offer a real environmental recycling and re-use solution to
leading retail companies which reduces the environmental effect of the
fashion industry, reducing carbon footprint and waste with a target of
saving over 10,000 carbon tons in the year.

a

Sustain and grow the current income sources for the charity including
fundraising and the retail and recycling division of Newlife that enables the
charity to continue to change children's lives while providing a secure
environment in-line with'good governance' and promotes confidence
among staff, volunteers, beneficiaries and supporters of Newlife.

a

Explore the opportunities and where possible expand the number of retail
stores with both permanent and 'pop-up'temporary outlets within target
areas.

a

Continue to identify and provide opportunities to support, engage and
develop Newlife's fantastic team of staff and volunteers, through the work
of our dedicated 'People Team'.
Ensure that Newlife operates'good governance'to protect the charity,
assess and mitigate all risks and to ensure that the charity functions as it
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should in compliance with the Charity Commission and other relevant
regulatory bodies.

Structure, Governance and Management
Newlife the Charity for Disabled Children (Newlife Charity, Newlife or the CIO)
was registered with the Charity Commission on 1Oth November 20t6 (Charity
Registration Number LL70L25). On the 24th December all of the assets, liabilities
and activities of the Newlife Foundation for Disabled Children (Charity
Registration Number tL70L25-1) and of Newlife Trading Ltd were transferred to
this new CIO. All funds held by Newlife Foundation under restriction were
transferred along with the restricted instruction of the donor. The CIO has
carried on all aspects of Newlife Trading Ltd and Newlife Foundation's activities.
On 19/03/20t9 the Charity Commission granted a linking order for the CIO and
Newlife Foundation. Subsequently these accounts show the combined position of
the CIO and Newlife Foundation.
The Trustees are responsible for the overall governance of the Charity. Trustees
are either named within the trust deed or elected following a process of open
selection or dialogue with interested parties. The decision on Trustee
appointment is solely taken by agreement of the board of Trustees.
Where Trustees are appointed they are given a formal induction process to the
work of the Charity and provided with information that they need to fulfil their
roles, including information about the role of trustees and charity law.

Trustees receive updates and training from key industry sources and have
substantial personal experience in the sector and business.

The principal officer is the Chief Executive who is responsible for the day to day
management of the Charity's affairs and implementing policies agreed by the
Trustees. Trustees receive regular updates on the work of the Charity including
financial statements and all activities are administered nationally from the head
office. Newlife's Medical Director is also a Trustee and he maintains a Medical and
Scientific Panel made up of distinguished volunteers from the relevant medical
and scientific world. The members of this panel are invited by the Trustees to
advise the Charity on matters relating to'the award of full research grants.
The Trustees consider the board of Trustees, the Chief Executive and the
Commercial Director as comprising the key management personnel of the Charity
in charge of directing and controlling the Charity and running and operating the
Charity on a day-to-day basis. All Trustees give their time freely and no
remuneration is paid to the Trustees in their capacity as Trustees. Newlife's
Medical Director is also a Trustee and receives remuneration for his role as
Medical Director. The agreement with the Medical Director is reviewed every two
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years by the board of Trustees. Details of trustee expenses and related party
transactions are disclosed in note 3 to the accounts. Trustees are required to
disclose all relevant interests and register them with the Chief Executive and in
accordance with the Charity's policy withdraw from decisions where a conflict of
interest arises. The pay of the Charity's Chief Executive and Commercial Director
is reviewed periodically. The remuneration is also bench-marked with grantmaking charities of a similar size and activity to ensure that the remuneration set
is fair and not out of line with that generally paid for similar roles.

Reference and Administrative Information

NAME:
TRUSTEES:

Newlife the Charity for Disabled Children
Life Trustees: Mr B. Lewis, OBE, Mr C. Lewis, Mr L.
Lewis, Prof. M. Patton

Term Trustees: Mr C. Caulfield (term ended
September 2019), Prof. I. Hughes (term ended
September 2019), Mr C Chaney, Mr N Lewis, Mrs P
Alford - Burnett (appointed August 2019)
KEY MGMNT PERSONNEL: Mrs S. Brown, OBE, Chief Executive Officer and Mr
C. Brown, Commercial Director
REGISTERED

ADDRESS: Newlife Centre, Hemlock Way, Cannock, Staffs,
WSl T 7GF

HEAD

OFFICE:

AUDITORS:
LEGAL ADVISORS:
BANKERS:

Newlife Centre, Hemlock Way, Cannock, Staffs,
WSl T 7GF
BDO LLP, Two Snowhill, Birmingham 84 6GA

Anthony Collins Solicitors LLP, 134 Edmunds Street,
Birmingham, 83 2ES
Barclays Bank Plc, PO Box 90, 357/366 Strand,
London

INVESTMENT MANAGERS: Barclays Private Bank, 1 Churchill Place, London
MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL:
Professor Michael Patton (Chair and Medical
Director)
Professor Andrew Wilkie
Professor Eamonn Maher
Professor Yannick Crow
Professor Brian Bigger
Professor Faisal Ahmed
Professor Sahar Mansour
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Trustees' responsibi lities
The Trustees are responsible for preparing the annual report and the financial
statements in accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Charity law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each
financial year in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law). Under
charity law the Trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they
are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the
Charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources, including the
income and expenditure, of the Charity for that year.

In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to:

.

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

c

rnak€ judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

.

stat€ whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject
to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

o

pl'€pore the financial statements on the going concern basis unless
inappropriate to presume that the Charity will continue in business.

it

is

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are
sufficient to show and explain the Charity's transactions and disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Charity and enable
them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011.
They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Charity and hence
for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities

Approved by the Trustees on

\8

\\

\

1

and signed on their behalf by

(Trustee).
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Note Restricted Unrestricted

2O19

Eec.z

15 Month
Period

Total

2O18

Total

Income and endowments
Donations and legacies
Funds transferred from Newlife Foundation

L,129,400 346,677

2,437,954
4,257,205

L,476,077

Charitable activities
Recycled equipment operation

77,338

Other Trading Operations
Fundraisi ng activities
Commercial operations

-

Lt,L97,272

lL,797,212

L46,23r
t2,769,189

-

5,956

5,956

L2,B7B

94,754

94,754

Income from investments

154

Total income

11.549,845

a2.773.999

L9.7o,o..795

598,386
8,784,637

598,386
8,784,637

728,17t
9,974,394

Expenditure
Expenditure on raising funds
Fundraising
Commercia I operations expenditure

Expenditure on charitable activities
Life changing equipment, collaboration,
campaigning and support
Medical research

7,765,349

6

Total exoenditure
Net income / (expenditure) before
gains and losses on investment
Net (losses)

/ qains

on investment

Net income / (expenditure) for the
oeriod and net movement in funds
Reconcilbtion of funds
Total funds brought forward
Total funds carrbd forward

1,538,408 3,303,757
486,187 486,L87

t,309,745

t,765,349 11,4O7,6L8 !3,L72,967 llp5q,4q?
(541,195)

8

(s4 1.195)

1,153,600
6 2.4o,5

L42,227

(398,968)

3,750,393

(13,377)

(L3,377\

155,312

128.850 @r2.34st
2,752,L05

3,905,705

2,44o,955

3.493.360

All disclosures relate to ongoing operations.
The notes on pages 38 to 48 form part of these financial statements.
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Note
Fixed assets
Tangible assets
Investments

7

8

Gurrent assets
10

Debtors
Stock
Cash at bank and in hand

20L9

2018

8L4,298

792,228

3,619,619 3,615,551
4,493,917 4,407,779

504,44L
10,340

469,302
25,L90
1,823,552 2,388,2L9

2,338,333 2,882,7LI
Creditors

-

amounts fallinq due within 1 year

11

(537,2r2)

Net current liabilities
Credltors - amounts falllnq due after

I year

ll

t2
13

t7
18

Totalfunds

Approved by the Trustees and authorised for use on:

Trustee
The notes on pages 38 to 48 for part of these accounts
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(30,831)

(403,345) (47L,243)
3,493,360 3,905,705

Net assets

Restricted funds
Unrestricted funds :
Designated funds
Charitable activity reserve
Accumulated charitable funds

(2,875,545) (2,9r3,542)

6L2,405
L,920,536
500,000
460,4L9

1,153,600

2,078,448
500,000
L73,657

3,493,360 3,9o5,705

\g\l\\ID\ q

NEWTIFE THE CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
STATEMENT OF CASHFLOWS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2019

Note
Net cash (outflow)

/

inflow from operating

activity t4

Cash flows from investing activitbs
Interest rcceived

2019
2

2018
E

(205,805) 4,867,73t

Dividends received
Purchase of tangible fixed assets
Purchase of Investments
Sale of tangible fixed assets
Net cash (used in) investing activities

3,266
2,690
(362,r27)
(9,038)
14,754

9,458
3,42O
(32L,645)

(350,455)

(27O,262)

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the repofting period
Opening cash and cash equivalents
Closing cash and cash equivalents

(556,260)
4,597,469
4r04t r20g

4,597,469
415971469

1,823,552
2,277,657
4r04Lr2Og

2,388,219
2,209,250
41597,469

39,505

Represented by:
Cash at bank
Cash equivalents held in investments
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-

YEAR ENDTNG 31ST

1) Accounting Policies

The accounts (financial statements) have been prepared under the historical cost
convention with items recognised at cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in
the relevant note(s) to these accounts. The financlal statements have been prepared in
accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by
Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16 July 2Ot4 and the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland
(FRS 102) and the Charities Act 2011.
The Trustees consider that there are no material unceftainties about the Charity's ability
to continue as a going concern.
Newlife meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS102. The Trustees consider

that there are no material unceftainties about Newlife's ability to continue as a going
concern.

a)

Accounting for Income

All income is recognised once the Charity has entitlement to the income, it is probable that
the income will be received and the amount of income receivable can be measurcd reliably.
Donations are recognised when the Trust has been notified in writing of both the amount
and settlement date. In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a
level of performance before the Charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and
not recognised until either those conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those
conditions is wholly within the control of the Charity and it is probable that those conditions
will be fulfilled in the repofting year. Where an appropriate value can be placed on noncash donations, they are included in the SOFA.

b)

Accounting for Expenditure

All revenue expenditure is accounted for when incurred. Grants payable are payments
made to third pafties in the furtherance of the charitable objectives of the Charity. In the
case of an unconditional grant offer this is accrued once the recipient has been notified
of the grant award. The notification gives the recipient a reasonable expectation that
they will receive a single or multi-year grants. Irrecoverable VAT is charged as a cost
against the activity for which the expenditure was incurred.

c)

fnvestments

d)

Allocation of Support and Governance Costs

Investments are made from unrestricted funds and are shown on the balance sheet at
market value.
Support costs have been allocated between governance costs and other support costs.
Governance costs comprise all costs involving the public accountability of the Charity and
its compliance with regulation and good practice. These costs include costs related to
statutory audit and legal fees together with an apportionment of overhead and support
costs. Governance costs and suppoft costs relating to charitable activities have been
apportioned based staff time and asset use. The allocation of support and governance
costs is analysed in note 5.
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- YEAR ENDING

31ST

e) Pension Costs
Contributions to the Charity's defined contribution pension scheme are charged to the
statement of financial activities in the year in which they become payable. The assets of
the scheme are held separately from those of the Charity in an independently administered
fund.
f) Operating Leases
The annual rentals are charge to the statement of financial activities on a straight-line
basis over the term of the lease. Where the unavoidable costs of a lease exceed the
economic benefit expected to be received from it, a provision is made for the present
value of the obligations under the lease.
g)

Fixed Assets

Fixed assets are stated at cost incurred or estimated market value at date of receipt
where assets have been donated to the Charity. There are no un-capitalised assets.

Depreciation is provided to write off cost (or market value at date of receipt) less estimated
residual values of all fixed assets over their expected useful lives on a striignt-line basis.
The need for any fixed asset impairment write-down is assessed by comparing the carrying
value of the asset against the higher of realisable value and the value in use.
Motor vehicles
Office equipment, Fixtures and Fittings
Loan equipment
Leasehold Improvements

-

25o/o

straight-line basis

- tlo/o - 33o/o straight-line

- 50o/o straight-line basis
- over the life of the lease

basis

h)

Reserves
The Trustees have established a charitable activity reserve. The reserve is reviewed
annually and is calculated to cover the basic cost of charitable activities (other than grants
already committed) for a period of a year.

i) Restricted Funds
Where a donor has specified a pafticular purpose for a donation, the income is so
recognised in the statement of financial activities. Expenditure is allocated to it

accordingly.

t)

Designated Funds

Where the Charity is committed to a specific project an allocation is made to a designated
fund. Income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities as it arises and is
allocated as explained in the reconciliation and analysis of movements of designated funds
shown in note 13.
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- YEAR ENDING

31ST

k) Cash at bank and in hand
Cash at bank and in hand includes cash and short-term highly liquid investments with a
shoft maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the
deposit or similar account.
l)

Stock

Stock represents items equipment that have been donated to the Charity for use within
its operations. The value of stock comprises the costs that have been incurred in
bringing the stocks to their present location and condition (refurbishment) ready for use
within the charity's operations.

m)

Estimates and judgement
In prcparing thcsc financial statcmcnts, the l<ey area where the Trustees have made
judgements around the length of time grant commitments are held, and subsequently
when these commitments can be released. Judgement is also used to determine the
length of time over which to depreciate assets, whether to write off bad debt and
whether leases are operating leases or finance leases.

n)

Financialinstruments

The Charity only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial
instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and
subsequently measured at their settlement value.
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2

-

YEAR ENDING 31ST

Net Expenditure

Net outgoing resources after charging:
Auditorc' remuneration - audit seruices
Auditors'remuneration - non audit seruices
Depreciation

Operating lease rentals

3

2019

2018

2

C

22,755
2,050
334,001
590,507

25,000

5,940
453,510
688,152

Related Party Transactbns and Trustees' Expense and Remuneraticn

The Trustees all give their time and expertise freely without any form of remuneration or other
benefit in cash orkind. Expenses paid to two trustees in the yeartotalled EBTL (2018 €496) and
relate to travel expenditure and expenses relating to the medical panel.
Professor Patton is a leading scientist and clinician in the UK. He serues the Charity by the provision
of time and expertise. Professional fees of 837,32L (2018 837,762) including expenses were paid to
him or accrued in the accounts. If we did not have these (highly discounted) services, as a medical
research charity, we would have to employ a suitably qualified person to advise the Trustees. At the
year end an amount of €9k (2018 f 18k) was included in accruals in respect of fees not invoiced.
1 start up grant has been made in the year f 15,000 (2018 €nil) to St George's Medical School where
Professor Patton was an employed academic, As a matter of policy Professor patton is not involved in
discussions relating to these grants and the Trustees are satisfied that he does not direcily benefit.
At 31 March 20t9, the amount owing to St George's Medical School was fnil (€2018 €nil).

As at 31st March 2019 Newlife Foundation, a linked charity, owed the CIO €1,056 in respect of
donations received in the Foundation name that had not yet been passed through to the CIO.
During the period the Charity received a donation of €300,000 (€2018 f250,000) from the Bemard
Lewis Family Charitable Trust, a trust whose trustees include 3 of the same Trustees as Newlife.
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4

- YEAR ENDING 31ST

Analysb of Staff Costs and Other Remuneratbn of Key Management Personnel

Average number of Charity employees

Wages and salaries
Employers NI
Pension contributions
Total Emoluments

422

374

20t9

2018

E

A

6,054,480
4L6,329
83,016

6,837,044
455,844
53,003

6,553,825 7,345,89L

Tlre Trust considers its key nranagelnelrt to be tlie Trustees, the Chief Executive Officer and the
Commercial Director. The total employment benefits including employer pension contributions of the
key management personnel recognised in the accounts for the period was EI76,631 (15 month

period 2078 8237,696)

The number of employees whose emoluments as defined for taxation purposes amountcd to morc thar
€60,000 in the year, was as follows:
2019
2018

€60,000-869,999
€70,000-879,999
€100,000-€109,999

The number with retirement benefits accruing in
- money purchase schemes was
- for which contributions amounted to f

1
1
1

1

1
1

3

3

tL,973

7L,973

The Charity enjoys the benefit of a dedicated team of volunteerc who assist in the preparation of
stock for resale through the commercial operation in the dedicated oppoftunity centre and other roles
throughout the Charity. In the 12 months of operations over 37,836 (15 months 2OIB 32,262)
volunteering hours were recorded.
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5

- YEAR ENDING 31ST

Albcatbn of Governance and Support Costs

The breakdown of support and govemance cost is shown in the table below, these costs are
allocated across charitable and non charitable expenditure:

Total
Albcated

Other Governance

SuPPort

Basb

Total
Albcated
(15 months)
2018

Related

Costs

2019
AE

20t9
e,

Cost Type
Staff / management costs
Office rental and other costs
Depreciation
Audit Fee and trustee related
expenses

L,269,046
274,472
37,780

1,227,762

1_

C

2O7,Og3

41,284
7,379

37,387

393

33.24A

1.554-546

20L9

242

Staff Time
Staff Time
Staff Time

L,272,764
745,2O0

21,895

33.248

7.622

A2-?O4

1,48'..471

Allocation on staff time is based on a review of time spent on each activity.
Governance Costs

Audit

Fee

Trustee Indemnity Insurance
VAT review for Trustees
Legal / Professional fees
Staff costs
Cost of meetings / Other
Trustee Expenses

20L9

2018
(15 months)

e,e

24,300
7,399
7t8
4I,294
7,054
1,550
4230,4

25,000
5,796
5,940
21,950
43,399
10,331
496

'-12.90,2
The total cost of support costs allocated to charitable activities is then apportioned over different
activities based on an estimated time spent on each area. All govemance costs are met from
unrestricted funds and appoftioned over both charitable activity, and the costs of generating income.
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6

-

YEAR ENDING 31ST

Analysb of Expenditure
Staff costs

tnr

Other

Grant
Funding

Support and
Governance
Costs

Total

o

rltr o

20!.9

tnro

,n1q

c,

€

E

C

2

Total
(15 months)

tnr

n
2

Equipment

380,159 524,235 1,957,234 448,t29 3,303,757

Information and
Suppoft

6,!46

Medical Research
Total Charitable Activity

386,3O5

Cost of Generating

350,013

Funds

Commercial Activities

Total Resources
Expended

4.656.328

30,788 385,185 64,068
555,O23 2,336,4L9
230,298
3.104.035

486,L87

3,938,152

5t2,197

3,789,944

7,309,745
5,2471897

18,075

598,386

728,177

L.024.274

8.784.637

9,974.394

s,392,646 318891356 2,336,419 1,554,546 13,L72,967 t5,95O,4O2

fora variety of purposes including eguipment, salaries, consumables, training and
related costs. All grants under medical research are payable to institutions and are detailed in the
Trustee report. All grants under Care Seryices, Equipment Grants and Loans are grants of equipment
made directly to individual children or families, the number and amount of these are detailed in the
Trustce repoft.
In the period the expenditure on charitable activities was €3.8m (15 months 2078 85.2m), €2.0m
(15 months 2OL8 83.2m) of this was from unrestricted funds and €1.8m (15 months 2018 €2.1m)
was from restricted funds.
Grants are made

7

Tangibb Fixed Assets

Tangible Fixed Assets

LeasehoH
Loan Fixtures &
Improvement Equipment Equipment

Motor
Vehicbs

Total

e

2

e,

E

Cost
Balance at 31 March 2018
Additions
Disposals
Balance at 31 March 2019

Accumulated Depreciatbn
Balance at 31 March 2018
Charge for period
Disposals
Balance at 31 March 2019
NBV at 31 March 2O19
NBV

at 31 March 2O18
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1,591,610
121,568

e,

908,370

76,351

922,953
109,321

(57.O27\

275,t43
54,887
(45,296)

L,703,L7a 927,700 L,O32,274 2A4,734
1,776,036
L14,277

841,227
66,315

753,4t6
97,046

(57.O27',1

125,L69
56,369

(39.240\

t.29o.307 850,521 850,462 t42,298

3,688,076
362,L27
(L02,3L7\
3,947,AA6

2,gg5,B4g
334,001

(96.26r\
3,133,588

4L2,87L 77,L79 181,812 t42,436

814,298

405,574 67,L43 t69,537

792.228

149.974
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8

-

YEAR ENDING 31ST

Investments

All investments are in the United Kingdom. The cost of investments held at 31 March 201g, excluding
high interest accounts, was €1,260,027 (ZOIB El,2SO,gBg)
Equlty
Total
2
Balance at 31 March 2018
Gift of shares
Change in market value
Market Value at 31 March 2019
High interest accounts
TOTAL INVESTMENTS

e.

7,406,307
9,038

1,406,307
9,038

7

tr4oL,962

L,4Ot,g62
2,2t7,657
3,619,619

Equities represent shares in a mixed investment fund selected to mitigate investment risk and are
valued at mar*et value. In addition we received small holdings in 4 developed market equities which
we still held at the year end. No one equity represented more than 5olo of the portfolio value. The
change in value includes all realised profits and losses on disposals in the year.

9

Financiallnstruments

The charity only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial
instruments.
Financial assets

Financial assets measured at fair value through the SOFA
Cash at bank and equivalents
Trade receivables
Prepayments and other receivables

Financhl lhbilitbs
Trade payables
Accruals and other creditors

20r9
c
1,407,962
1,823,552
t22,750
342.)91
3-729-(lSE

2018
e

1,406,307
2,388,279
714,236
355.055

4.263.A22

427,605 542,250
1.285 2.
535

2.4

3.27A-Aq'J

3.384.7as

Financial assets measured at fairvalue through the SOFA comprise fixed asset investments in
trading portfolio of listed company shares, which are valued at the quoted market price.
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- YEAR ENDING 31ST

1O Debtors
2019
Prepayments and accrued income
Trade debtors
Other debtolrs

1l

E

t22,t50
r59,827

504,441

218,765
LL4,236
136.301

469,302

Creditors

20t9
E

427,605
385,843
495,962
1.566.135
2,8751545
403.345

Trade Creditors
Payroll Creditors
Other creditors & accruals

Approvedgrants<1year
Approvedgrants>1year

12

2018

e
222,464

3,278,890

2018
c
542,250
358,815
366,688
t.645.789
2,9L3,5,42
477.243
3,384,78,5

Restricted Funds

The income funds of the Charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended
balances of donations and grants held on trust to be applied for specific purposes. Sums are drawn
down as and when specific expenditure occurs.

Movement in Funds

Balance Incoming
2018 Resources

ExPenditure

E

Noonan Syndrome
Equipment Grants
Newlife Emergency Appeal
Loalr Sclremes
Play Therapy Pod Scheme
Other

407

602,646
44,220
188,036
279,778
38.513

E

469
931,153
166,985
L0,877
L04,642
10,028

Balance

31 March
2019

31 March

E

E

876

(L,426,sLL)
(97,282)

LO7,2B8

128,353)
(92,316)
(20.887)

70,560
292,LO4

(

tI3,923
27.654

1,153,600 1,224,L5,4 (1,765,3491 612,405

Funds held for Equipment Grants are to be used to provide grants of essential equipment to families
within the UK. Funds held under Loan Schemes are to fund equipment for our suite of emeqency
loan equipment that can be lent free of charge to those children and families who are in most need
right now. Funds held under the Play Therapy Pod fund are to provide specialist development and
sensory toys to children for a t2 week loan period.
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13 Des(lnated

-

YEAR ENDING 31ST

Funds

The income of the Charity includes the following designated funds which have been set aside out of

Research Grants

Equipment Grants and Loans
Care Services Dept,
Research Admin and Operations
Campaigns, Intervention and Awareness
Other Projects

Balance
31 March
2018
2
450,000
468,000

New

Utilbed /
Rebased

E

A

Balance
31 March
2(J19

(450,000)
527,OO0
(468,000)
667,L6B
782,Ogt
(667,168)
89,145
(89,145)
46,568
1 54,135
( 1 54,1 35)
LBO,257
250.
249.620
r250.000)
2-O7A-A4A 1,920,536 (2-O7A-^/LAr
135,000

e
135,000
527,0OO

782,097
46,569
180,257
249,620
1.92().536

Funds held under designations are for the operation of charitable activity for the next 12 months,
this includes the next round of research grant applications, operation of the care seruice department
and associated equipment grant and loan costs. There were no transfers between funds in the
period.

14 Reconcilhtbn of Cash Flows from Operating

Net movement in funds before taxation
Transfer of Investment to CIO
Bank interest received
Dividends received
Depreciation
Change in value of investments
Increase in debtors and prepayments
(Decreased) / Increase in approved grants
Increase in creditorc and accruals
Transfer of fixed assets to CIO
(Profit) on disposal of fixed assets
Decrease / (Increase) in Stock
Net cash (outflow) / inflow from operating activities
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Activities
2(J19

2018

E

2
3,905,705
( 1,250,989)
(9,458)

(412,345)

(3,266)
(2,690)
334,001
L3,377

(35,139)
(L47,552)
41,657
(8,698)
14.850
f

2(t5-aos)

(3,420)
453,510
(155,312)

(469,302)

2,L!7,032
L,267,753
(939,913)
(22,685)
(25.190)

4.867,73L

NEWLIFE THE CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 2OL9 CONTINUED

15 Commitments Under Operating Leases

-

YEAR ENDING 31ST

Land & BuiHings
2018

2019
EE
Total minimum lease commitments under operating leases
Within 1 year
Within 2-5 yearc
After 5 yearc

:

493,638

489,550

L,069,577
5.000

L,43t,429
65_OOO

1,568,215 L,985,979

16 Analysb of Group Net Assets between Funds
Free Des(lnated Restricted

Reserves

2019

s.c

Fixed Assets
Investments
Cash at Bank
Other net cunent liabilities
Creditors > 1 year

Total

20L9

Total
2019

Total
2018

C

E

2

Funds

Funds

2019

- 743,738
- 3,619,619
460,419 82L,288
- (2,360,764)
- 1403.345)

70,560
54L,845

460.4A9 2.420,5,36 612, aos

8r4,298
3,6L9,6L9
L,823,552
(2,360,764)
r403.345)

792,229
3,615,551

2,388,279
(2,419,050)
(477.243\
3-4!13.36(1 3-905.7(t5

17 Charitable Activity Reserve
Out of the funds raised and on account the Trustees have agreed, as a matter of wise management
to establish a reserye of €500,000 (2018 8500,000) to cover any unforeseen event that may impact
the Charity. The Trustees set designation (note 13) at the staft of each financial year to cover
planned activity but feel it is a wise course of action to hold an additional amount in the event of
any unplanned activity or oppottunity,

18 Accumulated Charitable Funds
These are unrestricted, undesignated funds which can be used as required to fund the future work of
the Charity. At the 31 March 2019 these were €460,419 (2018 8L73,657). These funds are the
balance of what unrestricted income has not been designated or expended in the year.

19 Incorporatbn of Newlife Charity for Disabled ChiHren
On 10th November 2016 Newlife Charity for Disabled Children was incorporated as a new Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (Registration No. 1170125), on 24th December 2016 all of the assets,
liabilities and activities of both Newlife Foundation for Disabled Children and its wholly owned
subsidiary Newlife Trading Ltd were transfened. At this date the assets and liabilities transferred
were E4,257,205.

Page | 48

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF NEWLTFE THE
CHARITY FOR DISABLED CHILDREN FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31sr MARCH 2019
Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Newlife the Charity for Disabled Children (,,the
Charity") for the year ended 3lst March 2OL9 which comprise the statement of financial
activities, the balance sheet, the cash flow statement and notes to the financial
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial repofting
framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom
Accounting Standards, including Financial Repofting Standard L02The Financiat Reponing
Standard applicable in the IJK and Repubtic of Ireland (United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice).

In our opinion, the financial statements:

o

giv€ a true and fair view of the state of the Charity's affairs as at 31st March 2019 and
of incoming resources and application of resources for the year then ended;

.

have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice; and

.

have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs
(UK)) and applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are fufther described
in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our
repoft. We are independent of the Charity in accordance with the ethical requirements
relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK, including the FRC,s Ethical
Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these
requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions related to going concern
We have nothing to repoft in respect of the following matters in relation to which the ISAs
(UK) require us to repoft to you where:

.

the Trustees' use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the

financial statements is not appropriate; or

'

the Trustees have not disclosed in the financial statements any identified material
unceftainties that may cast significant doubt about the Charity's ability to continue to

adopt the going concern basis of accounting for a period of at least twelve months from
the date when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Other information
The other information comprises the information included in the Trustees Annual Report,
other than the financial statements and our auditor's repoft thereon. The other information
comprises: the Trustees Report. The Trustees are responsible for the other information.
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Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except
to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our repoft, we do not express any form of
assurance conclusion thereon.

in connection with oui' audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the

other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially
inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies
or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a
material misstatement in the financial statements or a material misstatement of the other
information. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.
We have nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
We have nothing to repoft in respect of the following matters in relation to which the
Charities Act 2011 require us to repoft to you if, in our opinion;

o

the information contained in the financial statements is inconsistent in any material
respect wlth the Trustees'Annual Report; or

o
o

o

adequate accounting records have not been kept; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns;
or
we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit

Responsibilities of Trustees
As explained more fully in the Trustees' responsibilities statement, the Trustees are
responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they
give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the Trustees determines is
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the

Charity's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related
to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees
either intend to liquidate the Charity or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative
but to do so.

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

We have been appointed as auditor under section t44 of the Charities Act 2OLL and report
in accordance with the Act and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder.
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements
as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to
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issue an auditor's repott that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of
assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (UK)
will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of
these financial statements.

A fufther description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
located at the Financial Reporting Council's (.'FRC,s,,) website at:
https: //www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities,
auditor's report.

Use of our

This description

forms

part of

is

our

report

This repoft is made solely to the Charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with the
Charities Act 2011. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
Charity's trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor,s repoft
and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or
assume responsibility to anyone other than the Charity and the Charity's trustees as a
body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

BDo

L\P

Kyla Bellingall (Senior Statutory Auditor)
For and on behalf of BDO LLP, statutory auditor
Birmingham
Date : 2A .r...c.-e--- \- o- zor\
BDO LLP is eligible for appointment as auditor of the charity by virtue of its eligibility for
appointment as auditor of a company under section I2L2 of the Companies Act 2006.
BDO LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales (with registered
number OC305127).
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