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Parentkind is 
the new name 
for PTA UK

We are a charity that champions parents so that they  
can participate in their child’s education and school  
life to the full. We are also the largest membership  
body of Parent Teacher Associations and other parent 
groups in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

This report briefly sets out (for our member associations, 
parents of all kinds, partners, policymakers and 
educators) Parentkind’s strategy and the activities 
we will do to achieve it. 

Find out more at

Parentkind.org.uk

www.parentkind.org.uk
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We want to be a force for good in 
education and want you to be too!

Raising children is one of the most vital and satisfying activities 

there is. As parents we want to encourage our children and  

give them opportunities to develop and thrive. So providing   

a good education with rich learning experiences at school  

and at home is a vitally important aspect of this. And, for us, 

the most effective mechanism for supporting our children  

is for parents and teachers to work together. We’ve seen how 

powerful and transformative this can be and want more of it!

However, too often, this partnership isn’t realised to the 

full. Being a great parent isn’t always easy. You can feel 

overwhelmed, powerless or challenged in fulfilling your role. 

Teachers and our schools, under pressure from many quarters, 

lack the time and skills to fully engage families and the wider 

community too. And despite being voters, tax-payers and 

the principle stakeholders in our children’s education, parent 

voices are not routinely heard in policy development and  

in how schools are run.

Parentkind want to work with parents, parent groups, 

educators, partners and policymakers to overcome these 

barriers so that our children’s education can be super-charged. 

When it comes to how well a child does at school, parents 

matter – so teachers and school leaders are missing a trick  

if they don’t harness this power!

Our strategy for doing this over the next two years is set out  

in this document. As well as building on the expert support  

we provide to PTAs, we will also work with other parent groups, 

all kinds of parents and schools too. Do let us know your views 

and ideas on our work at info@parentkind.org.uk

We believe that if we get it right the next generation will develop  

the character and skills to be great citizens and have fulfilled 

working and personal lives. We look forward to working with 

you to make this happen.

Parentkind is a charity which aims to advance education 
by encouraging the fullest cooperation between home and 
school, education authorities, central government and all 
other interested parties and bodies.

Michelle Doyle Wildman Joe Saxton
Acting Chief Executive Chair of the Board of Trustees

February 2018
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Why change our name from PTA UK  
to Parentkind?

We have changed our name to Parentkind to better reflect  

all the ways we support parents, parent groups, schools  

and policymakers.

We are proud of what we and our PTA members have achieved 

over the last 60 or so years. We look forward to continuing  

to support these fantastic organisations to raise vital funds, 

improve our schools, build communities and enrich the 

education of all children in their schools.

 

Research and our experience tells us that many parents  

need and want to be more involved in their child’s education  

in different ways too. 

In response to this last year, we expanded our work to provide 

information and opportunities for parents to get more involved 

in education and we merged with Parent Councils UK  

to provide training and guidance for schools.

So becoming Parentkind, marks the fact that we have changed, 

captures our ambition to help all parents participate and is 

agile enough to adapt with us in the future.

Akin to Humankind, we hope our new name ‘Parentkind’  

is easy to grasp and provides a sense of unity, inclusivity  

and scale. It makes clear that it’s our mission to support,  

enable and engage all those who take a parenting role  

in children’s education whether they are mum, dad, 

grandparents, carers or older sibling. And to help our  

members engage all kinds of parents too.

Becoming Parentkind marks a real step 
change in what we do as an organisation.

We are so excited to now be known as 
Parentkind and hope you like it too!



OUR VISION
Our vision is that the active 
participation of parents 
is considered an essential 
ingredient in the success of 
our children’s education by 
society, schools and parents 
themselves.

OUR MISSION
Parentkind will tirelessly support 
and champion all the ways parents 
can participate in education and 
have their voices heard. We want 
to be a powerful force for good in 
education in the UK that strives to 
bring homes and schools together 
for the good of all children and 
society as a whole.

OUR AMBITION
We want more parents to get 
involved and engaged in their 
child’s education, and in more 
ways – both at home and at school. 
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Our strategy 
for 2018-2020

By 2020, we would 
have been successful if: 

•  We are viewed as a leading organisation 
that champions and supports parental 
participation in education and school life.

•  We can demonstrate how we have 
encouraged and enabled more parents 
to get involved at school and can evidence  
the benefits. 

•  We have persuaded policymakers and 
stakeholders that parental participation is 
important and influenced them to promote it.

•  We have grown as an organisation, diversified 
our income, attracted grant funding and 
achieved brilliant partnerships.

1  Supporting and engaging parents to help 
them maximise their contribution to their 
child’s education.

2   Supporting and engaging PTAs, Parent 
Councils and other parent groups to be  
as effective as possible.

3  Helping schools to become more  
parent-friendly.

4  Developing new partnerships to reach  
more parents and schools.

5  Championing the role of parents  
in education and their importance  
in education policy.

We will achieve this vision, mission  
and ambition by working on these  
five strategic areas:
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1. Supporting and engaging parents

You are mum. You are dad. You are a step-parent, 

grandparent, guardian or carer. You are big brother  

or sister. You may be supporting pre-schoolers or thinking 

about your child moving on to college. To everyone who 

performs a parenting role in a child’s education we are  

here to give you some support and a voice. We provide 

online information and resources to help you understand 

what your child is learning at school and why, so you can 

play the fullest part in unlocking their passions, skills and 

promise. We will let you know what policies and practices 

the government are introducing and will give you a chance 

to have your say.

Doing this isn’t easy or straightforward for all parents,  

so we will also be working with partners to help you and  

our schools encourage parents of all kinds to get involved. 

This is because when it comes to how well a child does at 

school and being equipped for the future, parents matter. 

Your encouragement, aspirations and attention make a 

massive difference. With teachers and parents working 

together, our kids will get the super-charged start to life 

they deserve.

WHO WE WILL WORK WITH: 

Parents (of all kinds including grand-parents,  

carers and older siblings).

HOW WE WILL DO THIS:

•   Informing and enabling parents to participate  

more – at home and in school.

• Helping parents to support each other.

•  Giving parents a voice through surveys and new 

parent insight groups.

•  Engaging parents who aren’t currently engaged  

in school and on policy.

•  Campaigning on specific parent concerns  

or opportunities in schools. 

THE RESULTS WE WANT:

•  Significant increase in the number of parents that 

engage with our campaigns, newsletters and social 

media channels.

•  More parents receiving our Parentkind PTA  

Welcome Packs in primary and secondary settings.

• Increased interest in our online resources.

•  Positive feedback from parents that our support  

is helpful.

•   Our parent insights are sought and used by 

policymakers and partners.

FOR ALL OF PARENTKIND
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2.  Supporting and engaging PTAs,  
parent councils and other parent groups

We may have changed our name but you remain our 

beating heart. So whether that is building communities, 

raising money, improving our children’s learning or  

giving parents a voice, groups of parents and staff  

have worked together for the benefit of every pupil  

in our schools for a very long time. You are without  

doubt a formidable force for good in our education  

system. We are proud to have supported you for over  

60 years to bring homes and schools together and  

are committed to helping you go from strength to  

strength in the future. 

Together we are the biggest network of parent groups  

in the UK. Over the next two years we want to use our  

size and expertise to give you even better membership 

benefits, help you make even more of a positive impact  

on the ground and see our network get even bigger.  

We believe that our new identity will raise the profile  

of our mission and will, in turn, help you get even more 

parents involved in what you do.

So whether it’s a PTA or a Parent Council (or anything  

in between!) we want every school to benefit from  

a brilliant parent group, just like yours.

WHO WE WILL WORK WITH: 

Current and future PTA members, Parent Councils 

and other parent groups.

HOW WE WILL DO THIS:

•  E  nhancing benefits and support for our PTA members.

•  Providing market-leading expertise to parents 

and schools on PTAs, parent groups and parental 

engagement.

•  Championing more PTAs, Parent Councils and parent 

groups and helping them to evolve so as to engage  

the entire school community.

THE RESULTS WE WANT:

• Our members are found in the majority of all schools. 

• Our service is highly rated by our members. 

•  Evidence of increased engagement with parents  

that improves the education of more children.

• Bigger PTA Facebook page following.

PARENTKIND IS FOR ALL KINDS OF PARENT GROUPS: PTAS, FRIENDS GROUP, HOME SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATIONS, PARENT COUNCILS, PARENT FORUMS AND (THANKFULLY) MANY MORE…
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You know how important it is for parents and schools  

to be on the same page. And how unhelpful and  

exhausting it can be when this doesn’t happen.

Your school depends on parent cooperation. Your pupil’s 

progress intrinsically linked to the support they get at 

home, both practical and academic. Parents are also part 

of the fabric of the school especially when volunteering as 

governors, learning support, landscapers, librarians and 

fundraisers. They help you make new families welcome, 

boost your reputation in the wider community and link  

your students to employers.

Schools are seen by wider society as a panacea to many  

ills. And yet you are under unprecedented pressure – 

both in terms of resources and to achieve results.  

We believe there has never been a more important time  

to prioritise building relationships with parents which will  

in turn help ensure that every minute and pound invested 

by teachers delivers the very best for our children.

Parentkind will support you through training and guidance 

to do this as effectively as possible. Over the next two years, 

you will have the opportunity to join a network of like-

minded schools that want to make their setting as parent-

friendly as possible. We very much hope you will work with 

us and in doing so powerfully signal how much you value 

partnerships and relationships to current and prospective 

parents and pupils.

WHO WE WILL WORK WITH: 

School leadership teams and teachers, governors  

and trustees, and education sector stakeholders.

HOW WE WILL DO THIS:

•  Providing parental engagement and Parent Council 

training right across the UK.

•  Offering evidence-based toolkits, success stories  

and network membership to inspire schools to  

be more parent-friendly and increase participation.

•  Supporting schools to help parents have a say  

and support their child’s learning.

• Joining forces with education organisations.

THE RESULTS WE WANT:

•   Growing number of  schools striving to be  

parent-friendly and joining our network.

•  Growing number of school staff/leaders doing  

our training courses and making changes as a result.

•  Evidence of more parents participating in school life.

•  Recognition of parental engagement as an aspect  

of teacher and school leader training and continuing 

professional development (CPD).

PARENTKIND FOR TEACHERS AND SCHOOL LEADERS

3.  Helping schools to become 
more parent-friendly
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4.  Developing new partnerships to 
reach more schools and parents

WHO WE WILL WORK WITH: 

Grant-makers, companies, academy trusts, 

government, other charities and social enterprises.

HOW WE WILL DO THIS:

•  Working with schools and partners in more 

disadvantaged areas where parental engagement 

has been challenging in the past.

•  Delivering support and training for parents to improve 

their skills and confidence.

•  Teaming up with other charities to give a voice to the 

feelings of parents and improving our children’s school 

lives and education.

THE RESULTS WE WANT:

• Increase our reach, profile, income and impact.

•  Evidence of increased parental participation 

and improvement in their children’s attendance, 

behaviour and attainment.

•  Larger, more visible and effective partnerships 

that help create a step-change in our schools.

5.  Championing parents in education

WHO WE WILL WORK WITH: 

Politicians/officials, media/journalists, thought 

leaders/think-tanks, regulators and other education 

sector bodies.

HOW WE WILL DO THIS:

•  Advocating the benefits of parental participation  

in education including PTAs/parent groups, parent 

voice in school and supporting learning at home.

•  Providing parent opinion to inform policy 

development.

•  Helping parents to be aware of and having a say  

on a wide range of government policy. 

•  Promoting what makes a school parent-friendly as  

well as parental engagement CPD for leaders and staff.

•  Campaigns on the education issues that matter  

to parents and our children’s education.

THE RESULTS WE WANT:

•  Increase in being called upon by the media,  

policymakers and others.

•  Stronger relationships and collaborations with  

other education and charity organisations.

• Grow our Twitter following.

•  Evidence of our advice and insights being used  

to inform policy and practice.

•  New national guidance for schools on parental 

engagement best practice.
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We look forward to having  
you with us on this journey.

Our Story

Parentkind has been supporting its member 

associations for over 60 years (although Parent 

Teacher Associations have been in existence  

much longer).

The charity was started in 1956 by a group of 

pioneering parents. They were passionate about 

parents participating in their child’s school and 

learning. So from PTAs on the ground forming 

regional federations, the national association of  

PTAs was born. Nicholas Gilet was its first Chair  

and his vision was that parents should not only  

have a role and a voice in their child’s school  

but also at a national level in education policy. 

This national confederation was renamed PTA UK  

in 2011. And although education has gone through 

many changes, the parent teacher association  

(in all its forms and often many different names)  

has proven resilient with a year on year growth  

in our membership.

Emma Hunt became Chief Executive of PTA UK  

in 2015. She was keen that the charity not only 

responded to the changes in society and the 

education landscape but also better reflect these 

founding principles of enabling parents to have  

a role and voice in the education of their child.

In late 2016 we merged with Parent Councils UK  

to better support the wide range of parent groups 

active in schools through training and toolkits. 

Our future will be about enabling all those who have 

a parent role in a child’s education – as an individual 

or as part of a parent group. We will seek to 

encourage a shift in education policy, the culture  

in our schools and indeed wider society so that 

mums, dads, grandparents, carers and older siblings 

are seen as an essential ingredient in helping every  

child thrive and reach their potential.
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PTAs
Enjoy a huge range of benefits when you join Parentkind, 

including up to £10 million public liability insurance, which  

our members tell us is worth the subscription cost alone!

Why Join?
•  Up to £10 million public liability insurance provided  

by Zurich Insurance plc for fundraising activities.

•  Member Support Line to answer queries during  

business hours.

•  24/7 unlimited access to PTA Expert,  

the go-to resource for PTAs.

•  Fast track charity registration.

•  Legal guidance on PTA issues.

•  Website packed with up to date information  

and a directory of trusted local suppliers.

Email info@parentkind.org.uk  

or call 0300 123 5460 for further information.

Parents
Join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, read our blogs and 

sign up to our eBulletins to keep up to speed with education, 

including tips for helping your child.

Visit www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents for FREE access  

to our growing resource for parents.

Schools
Find out about how you can engage parents more effectively to 

transform your school including our brilliant training courses.

Marketing and partnership 
opportunities
Find out more about marketing and partnership opportunities 

with Parentkind.  

For information, please email info@parentkind.org.uk

Get to know Parentkind

www.parentkind.org.uk/for-parents

